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THE MOUNDS OF MACEDONIA.

A RECENT journey has given me the opportunity of verifying and
supplementing the observations on the prehistoric sites of Macedonia
made by Mr. M. S. Thompson and myself in 1909.1 The following remarks
are to be considered merely as notes intended to assist in the future
exploration of Macedonian prehistoric mounds, as they are based on
observation and not on excavation.

I.— The Prehistoric Mound near Serfije.

In 1911 we noted a prehistoric settlement2 on a bluff on the right
bank of the Haliakmon just above the Serfije end of the bridge over the
river on the Kozane-Serfije road. The mound directly overlooks the
bridge-head and is skirted on the west by the high road. The fields round
are known as Emir Chaiir. In our previous examination of the mound
Mr. Thompson and I found only plain hand-made prehistoric potsherds
which possessed no sufficiently marked characteristics to enable us to
determine to what group they belonged. A fresh examination has
resulted in the finding of sherds that are typical of the First and Second
Thessalian Periods.3 The following wares are represented :—

First Period, A 1, A3/3, A37, A3e;
Second Period, B 3 7, B 3 B ;

1 Liverpool Annals, ii (1909), pp. 159 ff.
2 Wace-Thompson, Prehistoric Thessaly, p. 254, note 2 ; B.S.A. xviii, p. 187. The

town of Serfije is in Greek called Servia (tipBia), or vulgarly and locally Serria, but to avoid
the confusion, which would be inevitable if one wrote Servia in English, it seems better
to use the Turkish name Serfije.

3 Wace-Thompson, op. cit. pp. 13 ff.
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and there is one rough sherd, possibly the base of a statuette, ornamented
with rows of circles impressed in the clay. Hitherto typical Thessalian
prehistoric wares have not been reported further north than Elassona,1 so
that these few sherds from near Serfije are important as shewing that the
prehistoric culture of Thessaly extended into the Haliakmon valley.
Probably further exploration will reveal other sites in the districts of
Kozane,2 Grevena, Kailar, and Katerine. The fact that the Thessalian
culture is now known to have extended from the Haliakmon to Corinth,
where the American excavators have found sherds of the Second and
Third Periods in the same stratigraphical order as in Thessaly, is of great
importance in the study of the early civilisation of Greece.

II.— The Mounds of the Salonica District.

In this district in 1909 Mr. Thompson and I explored a large
number of the various mounds locally known as Tou/ii/3e?.3 As a result of
our observations we were enabled to divide them into three classes, A, B,
and C, according to their shape and character.

TYPE A.—FUNEREAL TUMULI.

These mounds are tall, steep, and conical and often as much as forty
to fifty feet high. They are probably for the most part burial tumuli and
have been heaped up over built chamber tombs. Of these we know the
following:—

South of Salonica and in Chalcidice :—

A 1, A 2. On the left of the Vasilika road not far from Salonica.
A 3. To the east of the site of Olynthus towards the Kalyvia of

Polygyros.
1 Wace-Thompson, op. cit. p. 12.
2 Arvanitopoullos (IIpaKTiKd, 1912, p, 240) reports two prehistoric mounds near

Topsilar, to the east of Kozane, but the report is not yet confirmed.
3 The principal references to the Macedonian Tumuli are: Chrysochoos, "EireTr)pls TOO

napva<r<roC, 1896, pp. 9 ff. ; Heuzey, Mont Olyntpe, pp. 172 ff., 200 ; Heuzey-Daumet,
Mission de Macedoine, pp. 226 ff., 243 ff., 412, Pis. 15-21 ; Kinch, Archaeologisk Rejse i
Makedonien, pp. 10 ff. with Plate; Korte, Ath. Mitt. 1899, pp. 41 ff., Gordion, p. 8 ff. ;
Leake, Northern Greece, iii, p. 260, etc.; Macridy Bey, Jahrbuch, 1911, pp. 193 ff.; Schmidt,
Zeit. f. Ethnologic 1905, pp. 91 ff. ; Struck, Makedonische Fahrten, ii, pp. 46, 53, 89, etc.;
Traeger, Zeit. f. Ethnologie, 1902, pp. 62 ff. ; Wace-Thompson, Liverpool Annals, ii (1909),
pp. 159 ff.
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North of Salonica on the road to Langaza :—

A 4, As. On the right and left of the road just outside Salonica
near the barracks.

A 6. On the left of the road not far from the top of the pass.
Since we first noted this as a funereal tumulus, it has been excavated by
Macridy Bey who found in it a built chamber tomb as we expected.1

West of Salonica on the road to Pella:—

A 7. On the right of the road near the military railway station ; this
was excavated by Daumet in 1864 without success.2

A 8, A 9, A 10. On the hills on the right of the road not far beyond

A 7.
A n . On the left bank of the Galliko by the mills below Gradobor.3

A 12. On the right of the road just beyond the Galliko.
A 13, A 14. On the right and left of the road near Kavakli.
A 15. On the left of the road to the west of Sarija and not far

beyond the branch road to Berrhoea ; this and the following nine mounds
are shewn on Struck's sketch of the site of Pella.4

A16-A21. Beyond the Berrhoea road between it and Pella, five on
the right of the road and one on the left. The mound nearest Pella
contains the burial vault explored by Leake, Chrysochoos, and Struck.5

A 22. To the north of Pella.
A 23. At the spring called Baths or Pel.
A 24. The mound called Chekmek on the right of the road between

Pella and Yenija or Giannitsa.

In Southern Macedonia :—

A 25. Near Berrhoea ; according to Traeger it belongs to this class.
A 26. Near Niausta ; explored by Kinch who has published photo-

graphs of the paintings6 on the walls of the tomb within it.
A 27. At Koutles (Palatitsa) ; very large and of a slighly different

type.7 An uncertain number of smaller tumuli stand near it.

1 Jahrbuch, 1911, pp. 193 ff.
a 'EireTT]p\s Toii IIapvacr<rov, 1896, p . 12.
3 Traeger (op. cit. fig. 8) says it is on the right bank.
1 Op. cit. ii. p. 88.
5 Opp. citt., locc. citt., plans given by Leake and Chrysochoos.
6 Op. cit. pp. 10 ff.
7 Struck, op. cit. pp. 45 ff. ; Heuzey, Mission de Macedoine, p. 233, Plan C.
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A 28, A 29. On the boundaries of the farms of Kitros and Elefthero-
chori.

A 30. Between Kitros and the sea.
A 31, A 32. South of Kitros; one of these was excavated by

Heuzey.1

A 33. South of Katerine near Stipi.
A 34. Near Karista.

Formerly the current theory was that these mounds were constructed
for some military purpose such as look-out stations or places from which
fire-signals might be sent.2 This view could be supported by the fruitless
excavation of A 7 by Daumet and the fact that Sir Arthur Evans
excavated another mound of this type near Uskub close to a Roman road
and found no sign of any tomb.8 On the other hand all the others so far
excavated have proved to be funereal tumuli and to have been heaped up
over elaborately decorated tomb chambers constructed of solid masonry.
It seems probable, therefore, that the majority of these mounds still
unexcavated are similar burial tumuli since, as shewn clearly in Struck's
sketch of the site of Pella,4 they are often to be found grouped round
the sites of ancient cities. This view is confirmed by the excavation of
similar tumuli in Thessaly where the best known is the tumulus of Pilaf
Tepe on the hills between Volos and Velestinos.5 Others have been
excavated near Pherae (Velestinos) and near Larissa,6 and near the
reputed site of Argissa is a large group resembling that near Pella.7 At
Mousalar in Western Thessaly there is a mound of this type which, owing
to an abortive excavation on the summit, now has two peaks. The natives
regard these as two separate tumuli and allege that one is full of gold and
the other of poisonous vipers, but since they do not know which contains
the gold and which the vipers they are afraid to dig for the treasure. It is
interesting that tumuli of this type are, so far, unknown in Southern
Greece but are common in Thrace, especially near Philippopolis,8 where one
has yielded the Thracian inscription,9 and Kirk Kilisse.10 In the same
category might be grouped the tumuli of Pergamum u and Sardis, which are

1 Heuzey, op. cit. pp. 243 ff. Pis. 17-21 ; cf. id. Mont Olympe, pp. 172 ft.
2 Chrysochoos, op. cit. p. 13. 3 Archaeologia, vol. 49, p. 109. 4 Op. cit. p. 83.
6 J.H.S. 1900, pp. 20 ff. 6 IIpaKTiKd, 1907, pp. 153 ff. ; 'E<j>. "Apx., 1909, pp. 27 ff.
' Wace-Thompson, Prehistoric Thessaly, p. 54. 8 B.C.H. 1901, pp. 156 ft.
9 Kretschmer, Glotta, vi. pp. 74 ff. 1° B.S.A . xvii, pp. 76 ff.
11 Ath. Mitt. 1908, pp. 365 ff. x
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also funereal, and the famous examples round Kerch.1 It is possible that
since they occur throughout the area where according to ancient tradition
there were Thracians—Thessaly, Macedonia, Thrace, and Western Asia
Minor—it may have been a Thracian custom to erect such tumuli over the
dead.2 Consequently it is not surprising if they are lacking in Greece
proper.3

TYPE B.—PREHISTORIC SETTLEMENTS.

These mounds are tall, steep, and roughly oval in shape, and some of
them are as much as forty or fifty feet high. The smallest we measured was
about 135 feet long by 60 feet wide. All these are prehistoric sites, though
some were apparently occupied also in historic times. The great height of
the mounds does not necessarily mean that the prehistoric deposit is as
much as forty feet thick. Probably the prehistoric settlements were in
most cases for the sake of security built on low natural rises. In the case
of No. B 26 at Salamanli, half the mound has been cut away by the river,
so that it can be seen in section. This shews that there are about fifteen
feet of prehistoric deposit on a natural rise about twenty-five feet high.
The mound at Platanaki (No. B 21) also seems to have been built on a
natural knoll, to judge by the results of Macridy Bey's excavations. This
easily explains the great height of the mounds and the steepness of their
sides.

In 1909 Mr. Thompson and I noted the following eleven mounds of
this type. This winter (January, 1915) a journey in Western Chalcidice in
the region between Salonica and the site of Olynthus at Myriophyto
enabled me to add fifteen more. Those so far known are these :—

On the road from Salonica to Vasilika :—

B 1. At Hagios Elias just outside Salonica; we were told that the
subterranean passages mentioned by Traeger were dug by treasure
seekers.4

B 2. A small mound close to the Agricultural College.
B 3. Close to the farm of Sedes.

1 Minns, Scythians and Greeks, pp. 415 iif.
2 Herodotus, iv. 95, v. 8.
3 Chrysochoos (op. cit. p. 12) mentions many other mounds, but without exploration

it is impossible to say to which class they should be assigned.
4 Korte, Ath. Milt. 1899, pp. 41 fi.
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B 4. On the right of the road near Mejarli.
B 5. Near the baths of Sedes ; not explored.
B 6. The mound on which stands the church of Hagia Paraskeve to

the west of Vasilika.
B 7. By the church of the Metamorphosis to the east of Vasilika.

In South-western Chalcidice :—

B 8. The site of Mekyberna at Molivopyrgos ; this later developed
into a mound of Type C.1

B 9. The mound on the road midway between Myriophyto and
Hagios Mamas.2

B 10. The mound called Gidi Dere at Yili on the boundary of the
farms of Sufilar and Pazalades. This was afterwards inhabited in historical
times, as is shewn by the finding of Proto-Corinthian ware, black-glazed
ware and late grave inscriptions and reliefs.

B 11. At Karydia (called Kardia on the Austrian Staff Map); this
was also occupied in historic times.

B 12, B 13, B 14. Three mounds not visited ; but seen from a
distance they appear to belong to this type ; they stand near the farms
(fteroxia) of the Rossiko and Karaman monasteries.

B 15. At Verria, the site of Antigoneia according to the Austrian
Staff Map ; not visited.

B 16. The mound at the site called Trapezi, Kastri or Hissar
between Tsinganades and Uchevli which was mainly occupied in historic
times, as shewn by the inscriptions in the Turkish cemetery near
Uchevli.

B 17, B 18. Two mounds on the seashore near Uchevli and the
monastery of St. Paul; not visited, but apparently of this type.

B 19. On the hill a little to the south of Pournari Chiftlik.
B 20. In the valley of the Vasilika river near Pournari Chiftlik and

opposite No. B 2.

On the road from Salonica to Langaza :—

B 21. The mound called Karaissi at Platanaki. Since we saw this
in 1909 it has been partially explored by Macridy Bey. His trenches have
revealed a thick prehistoric deposit with walls of mud brick.8

1 Struck, Makedonische Fahrten, i. pp. 39, 40. 3 Ibid. '•'• Cf. Traeger, op. dt. p. 68.
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B 22. At Sarach.
B 23. On the left of the Salon ica-Serres road near Guvezhne about

an hour to the north of No. B 22.

On the railway from Salonica to Serres :—

B 24. At Arapli; very s/nall.
B 25. On the left bank of the Galliko by the mills below Gradobor.
B 26. On the right bank of the Galliko near Salamanli station.

This list of course cannot exhaust the prehistoric mounds of the
region in question. Many more certainly remain to be explored 1 and
noted. For instance, a very large mound is reported at Amatovo on the
line from Salonica to Nish, and several are reported round the Kara Burun
headland where exploration is difficult owing to the fortifications.

The prehistoric character of these mounds seems to be beyond
dispute, to judge by the potsherds which are common on them all and the
excavations, unfortunately still unpublished, of Macridy Bey at No. B 21,
which have entirely confirmed the opinions we had previously expressed
about this site. The pottery found may be classified roughly as follows :—

(1) Undecorated wares, hand-made :—

(a) Coarse, thick reddish ware with a rugose surface. This is frequent
on nearly all the sites, and at Salamanli (13 26) could be observed both at
the top and at the bottom of the prehistoric deposit.

(b) Fairly well-made ware varying in colour from yellow-brown to
dark brown and reddish. The shapes of the vases are unknown, but
handles of a raking or wish-bone type such as have been illustrated by
Schmidt2 are common, and it is possible that this ware is akin to the
F 3 /3 and A 1 7 ware of the Thessalian Fourth Period.3

(2) Decorated wares, mostly hand-made:—

(a) Hand-made incised pottery. The incised patterns are of a simple
Geometric character, but the material at present is insufficient to enable
any attempt to be made to ascertain the relationship of this to other
northern incised wares as, for instance, those of Thessaly, Thrace and
Bosnia.

1 Cf. Chrysochoos, op. cit. p. 12. 2 Zeii. f. Ethnologie, 1905, p. 98, figs. 6 S.
3 Wace-Thompson, Prehistoric Thessaly, pp. 19, 21.

K



I3O A. J. B. WAGE

(b) Hand-made painted pottery with brown-violet decoration on a
brown polished surface. This is perhaps the most characteristic and easily
recognisable fabric; it seems to be typically Macedonian, but some of the
patterns, notably the zigzag lines, recall the B 3 e ware of the Thessalian
Second Period.1

(V) Painted pottery with black patterns on a brick-red polished
surface. The patterns seem to be mainly Geometric and include devices of
a chessboard type or network type. This recalls the B 3 8 and B 3 e wares
of the Thessalian Second Period.2 Some sherds suggest the A 1 7 ware of
the Thessalian Fourth Period from Lianokladi III,3 and, in view of the
wish-bone handles which occur in this ware at Lianokladi and in the plain
wares of Macedonia, these sherds ought possibly to be separated into
another class ? A few pieces appear to be wheel-made but this is not
certain. ;

(d) Imported Mycenaean pottery (Late Minoan III) of a mainland
and not of a Cretan fabric. This has been found at Nos. B 2, B 7, B 10,
B 11, B 16, B 21, and B 24.

(e) Painted pottery apparently wheel-made and resembling ordinary
" Geometric" or Dipylon ware. . The surface is rough and cream or buff
in colour, with patterns in red-brown paint. It is possibly a local variant
of the ordinary Geometric ware, but Schmidt * seems to have thought it an
imported fabric.

(/) Pottery resembling the- V 1 a 1 ware of the Thessalian Third
Period.8

(g) Pottery resembling the F i o 3 ware of the Thessalian Third
Period.6 "

In addition to the potsherds, celts and flint knives have been found. A
flint knife was found at B 24, a celt at B 2, pieces of bored celts at B 3
and B 21, and a part of a bronze tool at B 3.

It will be seen that the most important results of the exploration of
the mounds visited this winter are the finding of pottery that resembles
the Thessalian wares, and the continual presence of Late Minoan III ware

1 Wace-Thompson, op. cit. pp. 98, 103, 104, 203, Figs. 50, 53, 54, 142.
2 Wace-Thompson, op. cit. pp. 16, 17.
'•'•• Wace-Thompson, op. cit. pp. 21, 185 ff. * Zeit.-f. Ethnologie, 1905, p. 108.
s Wace-Thompson, op. cit. p. 17. 6 Ibid.
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which seems to shew that the Mycenaean or latest phase, of the Minoan
civilisation, spread thinly over the eastern littoral of the gulf of Salonica,
as in Thessaly. The publication of Macridy Bey's discoveries and careful
stratigraphical excavation on other sites in the future will reveal to us
more about the characteristics, the kirtship, and the date of the local
Macedonian wares. Not till then shall we be in a position to formulate
any view about the early history of Macedonia.

TYPE C.—GREEK TOWN SITES.

These mounds are tall, steep, and large with wide flat tops several acres
in area. They are about forty feet high and irregular in shape, and some
are more than a mile in circuit. These seem to be the sites of Greek
or historical towns. Of these Mr. Thompson and I explored the
following:—.

On the road from Salonica to Vasilika :—

C 1. At the farm of Sedes.

On the road from Salonica to Lahgaza :—

C 2. The large mound at Platanaki by the side of B 21.1 Macridy
Bey made some cuttings in the side of this.

On the road from Salonica to Pella :—
C 3. On the right bank of the Galliko near Sari Umer.
C 4. Ingliz Toumba, on the left of the road near the right bank of

the Galliko.2

C 5. By the station of Topji (Topsin).

On the railway line from Salonica to Serres :—
C 6. On the left bank of the Galliko by the mills below Gradobor ;

the cone at the south end of this seems to be natural.8 •
C 7. On the right bank of the Galliko near Narash.

To these we' may add in Chalcidice :—

C 8. The mound by the church of Hagia Paraskeve in the valley
below Galatista. This is the reputed site of Anthemous.4 The church of

1 Traeger, op. cit. Fig. 5.
2 Traeger, op. cit. Fig. 6 : placed by him on the left bank.
3 Traeger, op. cit.'Fig. 9 : placed by him on the right bank.
4 Ar.|i£T(ras, Mai«8ovCa, pp. 604, 641 ff.

K 2
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Hagia Paraskeve contains inscriptions presumably found on the site and
there are others from the neighbourhood in Galatista village.

C 9. The mound on the left bank of the river opposite Myriophyto
which is in all probability the site of Olynthus.1 Marble blocks, worked
stones and inscriptions from the site are built into houses in Myriophyto,
and vases and terracottas are found by peasants on the site.

C 10. The mound of Molivopyrgos (B 8), the probable site of
Mekyberna.2 Large clamps or rivets and sling bullets of lead are frequently
found here ; hence the modern name of the site.

The mounds at Sufilar, Karydia, and Trapezi (Nos. B 10, B II, and
B 16), where prehistoric sites were reoccupied in historic times, might
almost be classed with the mounds of Type C, but local conditions
apparently were not favourable to the formation of mounds of this type.

That these mounds of Type C are the sites of Greek or other towns of
historic times can hardly be doubted in view of the inscriptions from C 8
and C 9 and the historical and topographical evidence about the identi-
fication of C 9 and C 10 as Olynthus and Mekyberna. Further, the pottery
to be found on these sites is a clear indication of their date, as can be seen
in Macridy Bey's trenches in C 2. Hand-made wares of a prehistoric type
are rarely, if ever, to be found, and the earliest definite fabric is Geometric.
Then, in succession, on these and kindred sites, we find Proto-Corinthian,
black-glazed ware of the fifth and fourth centuries, Megarian bowls, and
various Hellenistic wares from black-glazed sherds with stamped patterns,
to glazed red ware akin to Samian. The one constant and most striking
feature of these mounds, apart from their broad level tops, is the occurrence
here and there round the edge of sloping paths which may indicate the site
of entrances. As in the case of the prehistoric mounds it must not be
assumed that they are built up entirely of debris for, as is clearly seen at
Olynthus (C 9) and in Macridy Bey's trenches in C 2, the towns were in
every case built on a natural rise. It is to be hoped that it will not be
long before one of these sites is systematically excavated.

A. J. B. WACE.

1 Struck, Makedonische Fahrien, i, pp. 38 ff.; Chrysochoos, 'Eir«TT]pls TOV Ilapvao-o-ov,
1899, pp. 142 if.

2 Struck, op. cit. i. pp. 39, 56.


